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Mom’s Dream




Mom’s Dream




Slobodan Milosevic of Serbia

m Feted as a peacemaker
and an all around great




® “Clinical diagnosis” solves some

problems—and creates others.




Elements of two common petrsonality
syndromes can intertwine

m Psychopathy

m Borderline personality disorder




Psychopaths

m [.ook normal—/but
m Lack of remorse or
empathy—can easily rationalize hurting others.
m Lies and cons others—sometimes just for fun.

m Irritability, irresponsibility, and aggressiveness—
frequent physical fights.




A REVOLUTION in neuroscience

Areas where criminal
psychopaths showed
much /ess activity
than normals.

Areas where criminal
psychopaths showed
greater activity
than normals.




Bordetrline
personality disorder

m A devastating disease
of the emotional toolkit
® poorly regulated emotions
= impulsivity
® impaired perception and reasoning

= markedly disturbed relationships
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*Gaslighting




eNarcissism




*Black and white thinking
(splitting)




eControl issues




Chameleon behavior




eSituational
competence




Peering into
the brains of
borderlines




Peering into
the brains of
borderlines

Often regret their troubled, hurttul behavior




But nothing’s wrong with me/

m Those with subclinical (and even clinical)
personality disorders often do not come in
for treatment.




Unfortunate Confluence of Psychopath and Borderline




“Borderpaths” exist in small
percentages in all social
structures and populations

m Good looks
m Charm

m Memory
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Lissencephaly-1, Subcortical laminar heterotopia

Breast cancer

Retinitis pigmentosa-13

Colorectal cancer, Hepatocellular carcinoma, Osteosarcoma; Thyroid carcinoma;

Leber congenital amaurosis, type |, Cone-rod dystrophy 6
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Abdominal obesity-metabolic syndrome

Smith-Magenis syndrome

Thousands of genes

Sjogren-Larsson syndrome

\diopathic scoliosis influence our bodies—
Fecticed Ionoey iy and our personalities

Attention deficit-hyperactivity disorder

s
§ Nasopharyngeal carcinoma, Pancreatic cancer, Adrenal cortical carcinoma

Susceptibility to hypertension, resistance to malaria

L T-cell immunodeficiency, congenital alopecia, nail dystrophy

Anxiety-related personality traits, Obsessive-compulsive disorder 1

Susceptibility to Alzheimers disease

Type 1 neurofibromatosis, Watson syndrome, leukemia, melanoma; neurofibromatosis
Glanzmann thrombasthenia, neonatal alloimune type A thrombocytopenia

Proximal symphalangism, synostoses syndrome, Stapes ankylosis syndrome without

symphalangism
Mulibrey nanism

Autosomal dominant deafness



Long/long serotonin genotype







Nature or
nurture?




The brain’s “wiring” profoundly
affects every aspect of our personality

I b

Some people have

more free will than
others...




Environment and genes act together
to influence personalities

SEROTOMIN
MEURCMS

RETICULAR

(THE DARKER THE CROSS FORMATION

HATCHING THE MORE
COMMOMN AMD SEVERE THE
POLIOVIRUS DAMAGE)




We Can Change Our Brains!

mSadists don’t come 1n for
treatment!

mMotivation 1s the catch-22.

mWe can’t change them—we

can only change ourselves.




Don’t take it personally!

m [zzy Kalman’s ““The idiot game”

m FEven though we ourselves can’t diagnose
people, dystunctional behavior may
sometimes have its roots 1n quirky brain
function. Becoming upset or lashing back
at such a person 1s never productive.

m Empathetic acknowledging

m Reconsidering your definition of authority




In closing

m [t is empowering to recognize “one of the ego's
evil little lies: That all our behavior is decided by

29

us.

B —Gavin de Becker

Why Rome Fell, Hitler Rose, Enron Failed,
and My Sister Stole My Mother’s Boyfriend




